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Safety: 

 In case of fire, there’s an extinguisher in the kitchen, and an escape ladder in the second floor 

bedroom, southwest corner.  The house has smoke/carbon monoxide detectors throughout, that are 

wired in to the house electrical and also powered by batteries that must be replaced if the detectors 

start to “chirp”. 

 There’s no policy about when to lock the kitchen door, so each group of residents are left to work that 

out.  Since 2009 when we took over the place, no unwanted entries have occurred.  

 For medical emergencies, there are also hospitals in Keene, Brattleboro and Greenfield. 

 Bruce and Jenny can be reached at 603-239-8718 (farmhouse), or 603-236-1930 (Bruce’s cell), or 603-

726-0220 (Jenny’s cell). 

Utilities: 

 Water comes from a deep well between the house and the driveway. It enters at the blue pump and 

accumulator tank in the basement, by the furnace.  We test the water for potability every year or two.  

Hot water comes from an electric heater in the basement.  If the house will be vacant for a weekend or 

more, set the control to vacation mode, which will set the water temperature colder and save energy. 

 Heat comes from the oil furnace in the basement, with forced hot air to the first floor.  The air intake 

passes through the floor of the southwest corner bedroom.  The thermostat control is on the wall by 

the basement door – please keep it set to 65 degrees or lower. Whenever the heat is running, all 

windows need be latched closed. 

 Electricity traces back through a panel in the basement, northwest corner.  In any moment of concern, 

switching the main or sub breakers to “off” is fine to do. 

 Sewage and sink drains go to a septic tank and leaching field that are in the middle of the yard area, 

north of the house.  Only send down organic wastes and toilet paper, please – no hazardous chemicals 

beyond minimal household cleaning agents. 

 Trash and recyclables are stored temporarily in the connecting room between house and barn.  There 

are containers for paper, mixed metal with plastics #1 and #2, glass, and trash.  Residents then take the 

goods to Winchester’s transfer station, open Tuesday 8-4, Thursday 8-7, and Saturday 8-5. 

Bathroom: 

 There’s not enough hanging room or storage space for everyone’s personal toiletries – some of that 

will be better kept in the bedrooms. 

 From May through September, run the extra wall-mounted fan continuously. The vent fan must be 

with every shower; otherwise, the bathroom will be overcome by mold during high summer use and 

humid conditions,  
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Kitchen: 

 Refrigerator.  Take care not to overload the bottom veggie drawers, as they’ve broken and required 

replacement before. 

 Compostable refuse.  Keep it covered in the kitchen.  Empty in the pile out back. 

 Stove.  Take care to only use soft sponges on the cooktop.  Stronger abrasives will damage the surface, 

so wipe up spills close to when they happen.  The cooktop is already damaged as of 2015, but 

functional. 

 Counters.  Please don’t use the counters as a cutting surface. 

Laundry: 

 To protect from fire, the drier lint screen must be cleaned every time the drier is used. 

 To reduce wear and tear from dirty farm clothes, ensure that pockets are emptied and loose dirt is 

brushed off of clothes before they go in.   

General Items: 

 Manuals.  There are manuals for household appliances, equipment, and other installations, in the 

cabinet above the basement steps. Please read them. 

 Spare light bulbs and smoke detector batteries also can be found in the cabinet above the basement 

steps.  Let Bruce know if you use one, and when the supply runs out.  

 Vacuum.  The vacuum lives on a shelf next to the basement steps.  Learn when it has to be emptied, 

and how/when the filter be cleaned, before you use it.  

 Internet.  We have a Wi-Fi connection, through Fairpoint.  The network name and password can be 

found on the underside of the router box, adjacent to the basement steps. 
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